In his 1982 edition of Attachment, John Bowlby theorized that attachment develops in four phases; the first three phases, which occur in the first year of life, follow a child from just learning to discriminate the attachment figure from others, to showing a preference for familiar caregivers, to actively trying to maintain proximity once the child begins to move on his or her own. The fourth phase, the formation of a goal corrected partnership, was theorized to emerge somewhere between the middle of the third year and the fifth or sixth year, depending on the child's cognitive development. In this goalcorrected partnership, Bowlby theorizes that the child's cognitive development allows for the child to gain insight into the attachment figure's motives, and once the child understands that the attachment figure has goals and interests that are separate from his or her own, can take that into account and respond accordingly. Bowlby's theory of the phases of attachment did not extend into children of older ages, although he did note that the goal of the attachment system shifts in middle childhood from proximity of the attachment figure to the availability of the attachment figure (Ainsworth, 1990) . In middle childhood, children experience an expansion of their social world, and they start spending more time away from home, thereby causing their parents to have less control over their environment and social contacts (Kerns, 2008) . Children begin to become more comfortable spending more time away from their caregivers, as long as they know that contact and reunion with the attachment figure is possible if necessary. Although the frequency of many attachment behaviors toward parents decrease during middle childhood, children of this age still use parents as their main attachment figures (Kerns, Tomich, and Kim, 2006; Siebert & Kerns, 2009 ).
Everett Waters, Kiyomi Kondo-Ikemura and John E. Richters (1991) have argued that attachment has eight phases throughout childhood instead of Bowlby's four, and they proposed that Bowlby's "goal-corrected partnership" does not develop until middle childhood. They theorized that during middle childhood, when parents begin to relinquish some control over the child's social environment, a "supervision partnership" emerges as an extension of the child's secure base behavior, but unlike when the child is younger, now the responsibility for monitoring is more balanced between parent and child. This supervision partnership bridges the span of time between the end of middle childhood and the beginning of adolescence, when the main goal of the attachment relationship between the teen and parent is for the teen to gradually achieve independence (Allen, 2008) . As the adolescent strives for autonomy, the habits and patterns of attachment behavior that have been established threaten the adolescent's ability to establish autonomy, and the relationship between adolescent and caregiver becomes a "negotiated effort," with both the parent and the child working together to help foster the child's autonomy through exploration of the outside world (Allen, 2008) . In other words, the parent's attachment role as a "safe haven" becomes less important in every day interaction, while the role as a "secure base" continues to thrive, although in times of extreme distress adolescents still turn to their parents for help and comfort (Steinberg, 1990; cited in Allen, 2008) .
In summary, somewhere between late middle childhood and early adolescence, a shift in the attachment system between child and parent occurs, in response to the child having increasingly more control over his or her social environment, and the parent-child relationship must adjust to accommodate this change. The only components of the "supervision partnership" that Waters et al. (1991) proposed are the "parent's initiative and consistency and the child's willingness to participate." In the twenty years since this article has been published, the concept of the "supervision partnership" as a phase of attachment has not been further elaborated or empirically tested. These are the goals of this study. I propose that the supervision partnership consists of more than just the traditional conceptualization of attachment in middle childhood, that is, the concept of the attachment figure serving as a safe haven and a secure base. Instead, attachment during late middle childhood and early adolescence changes to take into consideration the developing autonomy of the child, and encompasses the following aspects: actual and perceived availability and accessibility of the attachment figure to the child (i.e. parent as a safe haven and a secure base); willingness of both parties to communicate about plans, goals, and life events; willingness of both parties to effectively negotiate and recognize that both parties have a right to contribute to the decision making process. Although none of these aspects have been empirically studied under the umbrella of the supervision partnership, some of them have been studied by themselves, and some in relation to attachment.
Components of the Supervision Partnership
The first component of the supervision partnership is the availability and accessibility of the attachment figure. For a child and a parent to share the responsibility of the supervision partnership, the child/adolescent must believe that the parent is available and accessible to them when needed, and the parent must be willing to be available and accessible to the child. This means that the parent is there to comfort the child and serve as a safe haven when the child is in distress and to serve as a secure base for exploring the world. During late adolescence, the mother is still the primary attachment figure for the vast majority of teens, indicating that even during the late teen years, adolescents still see their mother, above all others, as the most accessible and available person to go to for comfort and help during emergencies (Rosenthal & Kobak, 2010 ). Other researchers have found similar results at younger ages; for example, Kerns et al. (2006) found that in both third and sixth grade, children reported seeking parents to fulfill attachment needs over friends, seeking parent 85-98% of the time (See Seibert & Kerns, 2009 for similar findings). The concept of availability and accessibility is also tapped in measures of attachment patterns where secure attachment is conceptualized as the use of a parent as a safe haven (e.g. story stem measures-The Doll Story Completion Task, Granot & Mayseeless, 2001 ; script-based attachment measures-the Secure Base Script Test, Psouni & Apetroaia, 2014 ; questionnaires-The Security Scale, Kerns, Aspelmeier, Gentzler, & Grabill, 2001 ).
The second component of the supervision partnership is a willingness to communicate about plans, goals, and life events. In late middle childhood and early adolescence, the responsibility falls to the child/adolescent to disclose details of their lives, and particularly their whereabouts and who they are with to their parent, since the parent is not with them for a good portion of the day. It is also the responsibility of the parent to inquire about these details if and when the child does not offer the information outright. Most importantly, it is the responsibility of both the child and the parent to listen to what the other has to say. Although this component of the supervision partnership has never been studied within the attachment framework, one study has been done on attachment and parental monitoring in middle childhood. Kerns et al. (2001) studied attachment security and its relation to monitoring (parents' awareness of children's whereabouts and activities) and to children's willingness to cooperate in monitoring situations. They found that secure attachment was related to closer monitoring by the parent, and better cooperation by the child, and the effect was stronger for children in sixth grade than children in third grade. Thus, this component of attachment may become more important as a child moves from middle childhood into adolescence.
The third component of the supervision partnership is a mutual recognition of the other's rights. For a true partnership between a parent and child to work, both parties need to recognize that they each have a right to contribute to the decision-making process, and they both need to be willing to negotiate when their goals differ. If one side or the other is not willing to negotiate, or is not capable of seeing the situation from the other's perspective, then the decision-making process is no longer cooperative, and the partnership can no longer exist. The parent and child need to have a shared understanding of the instances and situations in which the child makes his or her own decisions, the situations in which it still falls to the parent to make decisions, and which decisions are to be made together. As the child is gaining autonomy, some decisions become the sole responsibility of the child/adolescent (e.g. what to wear or eat for lunch). Other decisions (e.g. whether or not the child is to leave the country, major medical decisions), are still the sole responsibility of the parent as the child is not quite mature enough to make these decisions alone. Many decisions will fall somewhere in the middle of the continuum, with some decisions needing more parental guidance than others. In addition, the child and parent need to have a shared understanding of which rules should be negotiated as the child gains autonomy (e.g. curfew), and which rules are never to be broken (e.g. leaving the house without telling a parent).
Although Mutual Recognition of Others' Rights has not been studied as a construct of attachment, there is research on which domains fall under the parent's authority and which domains fall under the child's authority. Smetana and Asquith (1994) studied groups of sixth, eighth, and tenth graders and their parents, and found that parents and children agreed that moral and ethical decisions (e.g. stealing, breaking promises) and conventional decisions (e.g. chores, cursing) are domains where parents have legitimate authority, whereas personal decisions (e.g. watching television, choosing clothes) is a domain where the adolescents have legitimate authority. However, on the remaining domains (Prudential-e.g. smoking, drinking, Friendship-e.g. going to the movies, having a party without parental supervision, and Multifaceted-e.g. physical appearance, cleanliness of the bedroom), the parents thought they had more authority than the adolescents thought they did. This indicates that there are some decisions that parents recognize are the child's to make, some that the child recognizes that the parents should make, and others that they disagree about who is responsible for those decisions, which they should discuss and negotiate. I propose that securely attached dyads are able to negotiate these issues, as both partners in the relationship recognize the need to consider the perspective of the other.
The Supervision Partnership Links to Attachment in Other Ages and Maternal

Sensitivity
In addition to investigating whether the three proposed components of the supervision partnership are correlated with each other, I was also interested in further validating this conceptualization of the supervision partnership as a measure of attachment in late middle childhood. A number of criteria have been proposed for validating attachment measures (Solomon & George, 2008; Kerns & Seibert, 2011 ). I focused on two possible validity criteria that seem most central to validating attachment measures, and have been identified by multiple authors. The first criterion is the stability of attachment security across time. Parent-child attachment is expected to be moderately stable over time, because the nature of attachment is self-perpetuating, in that the child's and parent's behavior reinforce each other (Sroufe & Fleeson, 1986) . Through prior interactions with the parent, the child develops a script for expectations about future interactions with the parent, and this script leads the child to respond in a way that elicits behavior from the parent similar to ways the parent has acted in the past. Another reason that parent-child attachment is expected to remain moderately stable over time is because there is frequently continuity in the child's environment. Research on the stability of attachment has found moderate stability across time. Two meta-analyses have been done on the topic. Both (Fraley, 2002; Pinquart, Feubner, & Ahnert, 2013) found a moderate overall effect size of r = .39. They also both found that stability decreases when there is more than five years between two time points, and when different methodologies are used between time points (e.g., behavioral observations in infancy and preschool, and selfreport questionnaires in middle childhood). Pinquart et al. also found that when the first time point is in infancy, stability is lower than when the first time point is later in life.
I used data from a longitudinal study (NICHD SECCYD) to derive the three indices of the supervision partnership in middle childhood, and to investigate how these components were related to attachment as assessed at other ages. I examined the two attachment assessments closest in time to middle childhood: a behaviorally-based preschool measure of mother-child attachment, and a questionnaire that assesses adolescent-parent attachment. Based on the prior meta-analyses, I expected that attachment assessed in middle childhood will be more strongly related to attachment assessed in adolescence than to attachment assessed in preschool, but that middle childhood attachment should significantly relate to both adolescent and preschool attachment.
The second criterion for validating the supervision partnership as a measurement of attachment is the relation to caregiver responsiveness. Bowlby (1982) theorized that caregiver responsiveness and sensitivity to the child's needs, especially early in life, builds a secure attachment between the infant and caregiver. One of the major tenants of attachment theory is that attachment security is dependent on the quality of caregiving the child experiences. Caregiver responsiveness has been shown empirically to be the most important influence on parent-child attachment (De Wolff & van IJzendoorn, 1997; Fearon, van IJzendoorn, Fonagy, Bakermans-Kranenburg, Schuengel, & Bokhorst, 2006) .
Most research on the link between caregiver responsiveness and attachment has been done with young children, but Kerns et al. (2000) and Kerns, Brumariu, & Seibert (2011a) found that maternal sensitivity is also related to mother-child attachment in middle childhood. I expected maternal sensitivity to relate to all three components of mother-child attachment in middle childhood in this study.
In summary, this study aims to further develop the concept of the supervision partnership, and to examine its components in middle childhood. I hypothesize that the three components of attachment (actual and perceived availability and accessibility, willingness to communicate, and mutual recognition of the other's rights) will intercorrelate. My second hypothesis is that the three components of the supervision partnership will correlate with measures of attachment in preschool and at age 15. My third hypothesis is that the three domains of the supervision partnership will correlate with concurrent measures of maternal sensitivity.
Method Participants
This study used the NICHD Study of Early Child Care and Youth Development (SECCYD) dataset, which was a longitudinal study that recruited 1,364 children and their families in infancy and followed 1009 families through to adolescence. The data were collected in four separate phases. This report includes data from the first, third and fourth phases, when the children were 36 months old, in fifth grade, sixth grade, and ninth grade.
At the initial phase of data collection, 705 participants were boys and 659 were girls; 80.4% of participants were Caucasian, 12.9% were African American, 1.6% were Asian, 0.4% were American Indian, and 4.7% were from other racial backgrounds. At the first time point from which we used data, when the participants were 36 months old, the average income to needs ratio was 3.61 (SD = 3.05). At fifth grade, the average income to needs ratio was 4.53 (SD = 4.06), and at age fifteen, the average income to needs ratio was 5.26 (SD = 5.78). At 36 months, 62 % of families were intact, at Grade 5, 47% of families were intact, and at age 15, 42% of families were intact.
Procedure
The NICHD SECCYD includes many more variables than were investigated in this study. Relevant to the constructs examined here, research assistants coded videotaped 13 interactions between mother and child at 36 months from a separation-reunion procedure, which took place in a laboratory setting to measure secure attachment. When the children were in fifth grade, mothers reported on parental monitoring, and the child reported on attachment to parents. An interaction task was videotaped and later coded by trained research assistants to assess maternal sensitivity. During sixth grade, the children again visited the laboratory, and reported on decision making responsibilities. At age 15, the adolescents reported on parental attachment at a final lab visit. Table 1 shows which constructs were measured at each time point. (Lynch & Cicchetti, 1997; Toth & Cicchetti, 1996) . From the latter, I selected five items that were similar to the omitted items on the Security Scale. The resulting measure used in this study had 16 items, with scores on each item ranging from 1-4, with higher numbers indicating a higher degree of security in the relationship as perceived by the child. Sample items include "It's easy to count on my mom for help" and "I go to my mom when I'm upset." (Cronbach's alpha = .83.). This set of items was used to index mother-child attachment security in a prior study (Kerns, Siener, & Brumariu, 2011b ). Parental attachment in adolescence. Parental Relationships questionnaire: (Furman and Wehner, 1999) . This questionnaire was filled out by the child at age fifteen, and asks about both parents collectively instead of separately. There are 3 items on one subscale that assess secure attachment to parents, which was consistent with my conceptualization of parental availability and accessibility (3 items Cronbach's alpha = .83, sample item: I consistently turn to my parents when upset or worried). Items were rated on a 5 point Likert scale, from 1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = Strongly Agree.
Willingness to
Maternal sensitivity. Mother/Child Interaction Task: Mother and child participated in a discussion task and a problem solving task during the fifth grade visit in the lab. During the discussion task, mother and child discussed three topics they disagree on. In the problem solving task, mother and child worked together to create a bungee device so a raw egg would bounce and not crack when dropped. Videotapes of the mothers and children during the structured interaction were coded by trained observers.
The Maternal Sensitivity score is a composite of the ratings for the mother's supportive presence (inter-rater reliability, r = .66), her respect for the child's autonomy(inter-rater reliability, r = .64), and hostility (reflected) (inter-rater reliability, r = .62) for both interaction tasks together. This variable has a range of 5 to 21, with higher scores representing more support and autonomy, and less hostility (Cronbach's alpha = 0.87).
Results
Preliminary Analyses
Before running the main analyses, demographic variables were analyzed to determine whether regression analyses should control for any of these characteristics. The demographic variables included were gender, race (Caucasian or minorities), income to needs ratio, household type (intact family or not), and mother's relation to the child (biological or other). Each of these variables were significantly correlated with my variables of interest (see Table 2 ). In general, the demographic variables show that girls tended to have higher attachment security ratings than boys, (except at 36 months, when boys had higher security ratings than girls). Caucasian children also demonstrated higher attachment security ratings than non-white children. Children from higher income households and intact families scored higher on most indices of attachment. Therefore, each regression analysis controlled for these characteristics from the relevant phase of data collection.
To decide how to handle missing data, analyses were conducted using both listwise deletion in SPSS and with Maximum Likelihood estimation in MPlus. Correlations using listwise deletion were similar to those using Maximum Likelihood estimation, and the cases lost to listwise deletion did not significantly impact power. Regressions using multiple steps could not be done using MPlus, so listwise deletion in Table 2 . .234*** 883 Note: *p < .05, **p < .01, *** p < .001. For gender, positive correlations reflect a more secure attachment for girls; for race, positive correlations reflect a more secure attachment for Caucasians; for mother relationship, positive correlations reflect a more secure attachment for biological relationships; for income to needs ratio, positive correlations reflect more secure attachment for more wealthy families; for household type, positive correlations reflect a more secure attachment for intact families. included in all analyses.
Summary of zero-order correlations between demographic variables and the supervision partnership and other variables of interest
Primary Analyses
Inter-correlated components of the supervision partnership. Zero-order correlations were computed to test the first hypothesis, that the three components of the supervision partnership would be related to one another. As shown in Table 3 , the three components were significantly, but modestly related to each other. Using Cohen's criteria, the effect sizes range from small to medium. Table 3 . Supervision partnership relation to preschool and adolescent attachment. To test the second hypothesis, that the three components of the supervision partnership would be related to attachment measured in preschool and adolescence, I calculated correlation and regression coefficients. As shown in Table 3 , preschool attachment was significantly correlated with all three components of the supervision partnership, with small effect sizes. A linear regression was computed using the three components of the supervision partnership as predictors, and secure attachment at 36 months as the dependent variable, controlling for relevant demographic variables. Together, the three components of the supervision partnership accounted for a small portion of the variance in preschool attachment ΔR² = .008, F(3,848) = 2.280, p = .078, a small effect size.
Summary of zero-order correlations between the three components of the supervision partnership and other variables of interest
Results (Table 4) indicate that accessibility and availability and willingness to communicate were not unique predictors of preschool attachment, but mutual decision making was a significant unique predictor.
The three components of the supervision partnership were also tested by a series of correlations and a regression model to predict attachment at age 15. As shown in Table 3 , adolescent attachment was significantly correlated with all three components of the supervision partnership, with small to medium effect sizes. Results of the regression analysis (Table 5) indicate that together, the three components accounted for a significant portion of the variance in adolescent attachment ΔR² = .08, F(3,827) = 24.585, p < .001, a medium effect size. Results also indicate that all three components of the supervision partnership were unique predictors of secure attachment at age 15. Table 5 . Supervision partnership relation to maternal sensitivity. I also tested my third hypothesis with a series of correlations and a regression to see if the three components of the supervision partnership predicted maternal sensitivity at fifth grade. As shown in Table 3 , all three components of the supervision partnership were significantly correlated with maternal sensitivity, with small to medium effect sizes. Again, all relevant demographic variables were controlled for in the regression analysis. Results of the regression (Table 6 ) indicate that together, the three components of the supervision partnership accounted for a significant portion of the variance in maternal sensitivity. ΔR² = .03, F(3,857) = 9.823, p < .001, a small to medium effect size. Results also indicate that all three components were unique predictors of concurrent maternal sensitivity. Note: *p < .05, **p < .01, *** p < .001; N = 866
Summary of Hierarchical Regression Analyses for Variables Predicting Adolescent Attachment
Discussion
The goal of this study was to test a three-component conceptualization of the supervision partnership construct including accessibility and availability of the attachment figure, willingness to communicate about plans, goals and life events, and mutual recognition of the other's rights. In support of my first hypothesis, the three components of the supervision partnership were found to be modestly related to each other. I tested my second hypothesis, that the components of the supervision partnership would be related to attachment in preschool and at age 15. All three components of the supervision partnership in middle childhood were correlated with measures of attachment security from the preschool and adolescent years. In regression analyses, I found that one of the three components, mutual decision making, was a unique predictor of preschool attachment, and that the three components together accounted for a small portion of variance in preschool attachment. Each of the three components were significant unique predictors of adolescent attachment, and together predicted a significant amount of variance. In testing my third hypothesis, that the three components of the supervision partnership were all related to maternal sensitivity, I found that all three components were correlated with maternal sensitivity, and that in a regression, all three components were unique predictors of maternal sensitivity, and together predicted a significant amount of variance. My results lend support to the idea that the three components together predict more variance than the traditional conceptualization of attachment in middle childhood (accessibility and availability alone).
Inter-correlated components of the supervision partnership
The moderate correlations between the three components of the supervision partnership lend support for the idea that accessibility and accessibility, willingness to communicate, and a mutual recognition of others' rights may all be part of the same higher-order construct of attachment during this late middle-childhood period. Traditional conceptualizations of parent-child attachment during this period focus mainly on safe haven behaviors (Kerns, Mathews, Williams, Koehn, & Siener, 2014) . Current measures of attachment in late middle childhood include interviews that ask the child what they do when they are upset, and what their relationships with their parents are like (Steele & Steele, 2005) , story stem procedures that ask the child to use dolls to act out a situation in which the child expresses an upsetting problem (Granot & Mayseless, 2001; Kerns et al., 2011a) , script-based measures in which the child's knowledge of secure base scripts are assessed (Psouni & Apetroaia, 2014) , and self-report questionnaires like the Security Scale, in which children report their perceptions of their reliance on attachment figures when distressed (Kerns et al., 2001) . The results of the present study suggest that I may need to broaden my conceptualization of parent-child attachment during this period to include the latter two of the three components, willingness to communicate and mutual decision making.
The modest size of the associations between the three components of the supervision partnership may be due, in part, to limitations of the current study. Although were not able to be used.
Supervision partnership: relation to preschool and adolescent attachment
I found that all three components were significantly correlated with preschool attachment, although in regression analyses they together predicted a small but not significant portion of variance in preschool attachment after controlling for the demographic variables, and only one out of three components was a unique predictor.
Research on the stability of parent-child attachment from infancy through to adolescence has found somewhat conflicting results. Some researchers have found evidence that attachment remains fairly stable (Main and Cassidy, 1988; Hamilton, 2000; Waters et al, 2000) , while other researchers have found evidence that attachment is not stable from infancy to adulthood (Lewis, Feiring & Rosenthal, 2000) . Two meta-analyses have investigated the stability of attachment across time. Fraley (2002) found an overall effect size of r = .39, but that levels of stability declined with larger lengths of time between measurement points, with r = .27 for studies with five to twenty-one years between time measurement points. Pinquart et al. (2013) performed a more recent meta-analysis on the topic, and found a similar moderate overall effect size of r = .39. Pinquart et al. also found that attachment stability is lower when the first time point is measured earlier in life compared to when the first time point is measured in middle childhood. In addition, stability decreases when the first time point uses a behavioral measure, and later time points use representational measures of attachment, as was done in the present study.
There are many possible reasons for the modest stability between preschool and middle childhood and the stronger stability of attachment from middle childhood to adolescence in this sample. One possibility is that life events may have occurred between ages 3 and 11 years that caused other changes in the environment, thereby affecting the parent-child relationship. Another reason could be the difference in measurement methodologies between the Strange Situation, a standardized observational method, and the self-report nature of the middle childhood and adolescent questionnaires. These two methodologies differ in that self-report questionnaires assess perceptions of a relationship, while coded observations assess behavior. Another possibility is a difference in the elapsed time between measurements, with about 8 years separating the preschool and middle childhood time points, and 4 years between the middle childhood and adolescent time points. Pinquart et al. (2013) found in their meta-analysis that attachments remain more stable the closer together the time points are, but that with more than five years between time points, the stability significantly decreases. Thus, my findings are consistent with Pinquart et al. (2013) and Fraley (2002) , in that I found a stronger association between attachment security measured in middle childhood by the supervision partnership and adolescent attachment, than between the supervision partnership and preschool attachment. These results are to be expected, due to the difference in elapsed time between measurement points and the changes in measurement methodology beginning in middle childhood.
Supervision partnership relation to maternal sensitivity
Research has shown that maternal sensitivity is the best predictor of mother-child attachment in infancy, among all other possible predictors (De Wolff & van IJzendoorn, 1997; Fearon et al., 2006) . Most research on the relationship between attachment security and parental sensitivity focuses on infancy and toddlerhood, rather than middle childhood or early adolescence. Since maternal sensitivity has been shown to be important to the development of mother-child attachment in infancy (De Wolff & van IJzendoorn, 1997) , it may also be important for the maintenance of a secure attachment in middle childhood. Kerns et al. (2000) and Kerns et al. (2011a) found that maternal sensitivity is a significant correlate of mother-child attachment in middle childhood. In the present study, all three components of the supervision partnership were related to maternal sensitivity, and together accounted for a significant amount of variance in maternal sensitivity. In addition, all three components were unique predictors of maternal sensitivity. The findings illustrate that the three domains of the supervision partnership more fully capture attachment in late middle childhood, as reflected in each of the three domains contributed to the prediction of maternal sensitivity.
The current study has multiple strengths, but also has some limitations. One strength is that the large sample size allows for greater power for detecting relationships.
Second, the longitudinal nature of this study allows for comparisons among many different ages in the same sample. Third, the current study combines questionnaires from both the child and mother about their relationship with observations about their relationship from an objective third party. This allows us not only the opportunity to include data from multiple informants, but also allows us to use multiple measures and measurement methods. Despite the strengths of using a large, longitudinal data set like the NICHD Study of Early Child Care, with its assessment of multiple constructs across time, the choice of using this data set also introduced some limitations. A limitation in using an existing data set is that the authors were constrained by measurement choices made by others. In addition to the limitations discussed earlier, another constraint is that parent-child attachment was assessed at multiple time points throughout infancy and toddlerhood, but was not assessed as often throughout middle childhood and adolescence.
Therefore, the authors were not able to ensure equal spacing between time points. The authors were also constrained by the measurement choices that the NICHD made, which resulted in the reliance on self-report questionnaire measures of attachment in middle childhood and adolescence. While measures used in preschool and middle childhood were specific to the relationship between child and mother, the adolescent attachment measure was not relationship specific, and asked the teen about both parents in the same question. Finally, I was not able to explore the supervision partnership in relation to the father-child relationship, as some questionnaires (particularly those in relation to the willingness to communicate and mutual decision making domains) were only given in relation to the child's mother.
Future research on the supervision partnership could help further test the relationship between the three proposed components by developing measures that more fully capture the willingness to communicate and mutual recognition of others' rights constructs, and by integrating additional measurement modalities, such as interviews, to supplement questionnaires. This conceptualization of the supervision partnership could also be tested with fathers' relationships with children. In addition, future studies could test a wider age range to explore the development of these constructs across the middle childhood and adolescent years. Finally, future research should also further validate the supervision partnership as a measurement of attachment by exploring other validity criterion proposed by Solomon and George (2008) and Kerns & Seibert (2011) , such as predicting important aspects of development and demonstrating good discriminant validity. The results of this study highlight the need to take into account developmental changes in the expression of the attachment system when studying attachment at older ages.
In conclusion, this study provides preliminary support for a supervision partnership conceptualization of attachment in the late middle childhood years. I found that the three components of the supervision partnership were modestly related to each other, and significantly related to attachment measured in preschool and adolescence, as well as to maternal sensitivity. All three components of the supervision partnership were unique predictors of both adolescent attachment to parents and concurrent maternal sensitivity, indicating that the supervision partnership conceptualization may more fully capture the parent-child attachment relationship at this age. Traditional 
